Waterbird, the only flying replica of a primordial seaplane |

h Captain Edward Wakefield
The Lakes Flying Company Limited — a reg- |
istered charity — has been set up to celebrate
and to inform the public concerning the im-
portance of the innovative contributions made
to the development of naval and civil marine
aeroplanes by Captain Edward Wakefield
(1862 - 1941) and by Waterbird.

On 25 November 1911, at Windermere, Great — : Wi
Britain, Waterbird became the first aeroplane nggﬁ,ﬁ:@ book; Waterblia: Wilg sl !
to successfully take off from and alight on water out-

side of France and the USA. For more information visit the website
www.waterbird.org.uk

The replica has successfully flown as a sea-
plane at Windermere on September 23, 2022.

The original had a second-hand 7-cylinder
50hp Gnome rotary engine: the replica has
a new 7-cylinder 110hp Rotec radial engine.
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and other parts have survived.
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The Lakes Flying
Company constructed an airworthy replica of Water-
bird. Computer modelling enabled the gathering of
data and verification of the overall replica aeroplane’s
design. The approach was to adopt a package of mea-
sures which were mutually consistent and each ben-
eficial, so as to maximise the likelihood of success.
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